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China should not be followed, especially since bad
examples are more readily followed than good ones.
When neighbouring nations quarrelled and fought
there usually was some excuse, if not in the amount
of injury of which one or other had to complain,
at least in the mutual animosity and strife fomented
by long years of rivalry; but in the case of these
distant nations beyond the seas, those excuses are
wanting: feelings of hostility do not exist, and these
wars, so lightly undertaken, have a strong similarity
to brigandage. They have another base feature, in
that they are all waged by the powerful against the
weak, and so can boast of none of those acts of
valour and daring which give a relief to wars
amongst equals, and which ennoble the career of the
soldier fighting for his country in a just cause.
For the justice of the war not only adds to the fkrne
of the soldier, but it augments his valour. Grotius
insists much upon this point, and condemns mer-
cenaries,* and soldiers who, fighting for pay or
plunder, make a trade of war. It is on this point
that Vattel falls below Grotius, for, being a Swiss,
and seeing what' the Swiss practice was, he accepted
in this respect what existed, without examining-
whether it was right, and he attempts to defend

* Grotius, liv. iii. chap, xxv* sect* 9.